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PRODUCT INFORMATION

Conjugate N/A

Applications Pair for HIV-O lateral flow test.

Preservative None

Storage Aliquot and store at -20°C. Avoid multiple freeze/thaw cycles

BACKGROUND

Introduction The human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) is a lentivirus (a subgroup of retrovirus) that causes 

the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS), a condition in humans in which progressive 

failure of the immune system allows life-threatening opportunistic infections and cancers to 

thrive. Without treatment, average survival time after infection with HIV is estimated to be 9 to 

11 years, depending on the HIV subtype. Infection with HIV occurs by the transfer of blood, 

semen, vaginal fluid, pre-ejaculate, or breast milk. Within these bodily fluids, HIV is present as 

both free virus particles and virus within infected immune cells.  

HIV can be divided into two major types, HIV type 1 (HIV-1) and HIV type 2 (HIV-2). HIV-1 is 

related to viruses found in chimpanzees and gorillas living in western Africa, while HIV-2 

viruses are related to viruses found in the endangered west African primate sooty mangabey. 

HIV-1 viruses may be further divided into groups. The HIV-1 group M viruses predominate and 

are responsible for the AIDS pandemic. Group M can be further subdivided into subtypes based 

on genetic sequence data. Some of the subtypes are known to be more virulent or are resistant 

to different medications. Likewise, HIV-2 viruses are thought to be less virulent and 

transmissible than HIV-1 M group viruses, although HIV-2 is known to cause AIDS.
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